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MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING: STUDY SESSION OF THE BOARD OF 

REGENTS FOR THE OKLAHOMA AGRICULTRAL AND MECHNICAL COLLEGES 

SEPTEMBER 12, 2024 

 
Notice of this special meeting was filed with the Oklahoma Secretary of State on August 26, 2024. This meeting was 

strictly an informal study session for the Regents, Board Staff, Oklahoma State University President Kayse Shrum, 

and their spouses/guests. No Board action was taken. 

 

The Board of Regents for the Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical Colleges met for an informal 

Study Session on the campus of Oklahoma State University (OSU) in Stillwater, Oklahoma. 

 

Board members in attendance: Mr. Jimmy Harrel, Chair; Mr. Rick Walker, Vice Chair;  

Mrs. Blayne Arthur; Mr. Cary Baetz; Ms. Jennifer Callahan; Mr. Chris Franklin; Mr. Joe D. Hall; 

Dr. Trudy Milner; and Mr. Billy G. Taylor. None were absent. 

 

Others in Attendance: Mr. Jason Ramsey, Chief Executive Officer, and Dr. Kayse Shrum, 

President, Oklahoma State University and OSU System. 

 

(A copy of the Agenda for this meeting is identified as ATTACHMENT A and attached to these 

minutes.) 

 

 

1. Tour of the Food & Agricultural Products Center led by OSU Vice President and Dean 

of OSU Agriculture, Dr. Jayson Lusk. 

The Board gathered in the Food & Agricultural Products Center (FAPC) at approximately 

9:00 a.m. to participate in a tour of the FAPC led by Dr. Jayson Lusk, Vice President and Dean of 

OSU’s Division of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources (OSU Agriculture). 

 

Immediately following the conclusion of the tour, the Regents gathered in Conference Room 356 

in Agricultural Hall at approximately 10:00 a.m. for the Study Session portion of the meeting. 

 

 

2. Overview of OSU Livestock Judging program with Livestock Judging Team Coach,  

Dr. Parker Henley. 

Coach Henley joined the meeting and provided the Regents with an overview of the  

OSU Livestock Judging program’s history and many years of success. (A copy of the handout 

provided by Coach Henley is identified as ATTACHMENT B and attached to these minutes.) 

 

 

3. Meet & greet with OSU Athletic Director Chad Weiberg and Athletics Department Staff. 

Mr. Weiberg joined the meeting and provided an update on OSU Athletics. Head coaches for 

men’s basketball, women’s tennis, track, equestrian, and football also joined the meeting and 

provided overviews of their programs for the Regents.  

 

 

(Regent Callahan joined the meeting at approximately 12:50 p.m.) 
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4. Discussion related to priorities for the 2025 academic year, which will include discussion 

with OSU President Kayse Shrum, other OSU administrators, and Board Staff. 

President Shrum joined the meeting and provided the Regents with a progress report on the  

OSU Strategy. President Shrum discussed various objectives of the OSU Strategy, including topics 

such as: access to education, student success, retention, fostering “Cowboy Culture” at OSU, 

teaching, research, funding, extension, and increasing efficiencies. (A copy of the presentation 

made by President Shrum titled, “We are Land-Grant Strategy Update” is on file in the Board of 

Regents’ Office as Doc. No. 1-9-12-24 and considered a part of these minutes.)  

 

OSU Foundation Discussion 

Ms. Blaire Atkinson, President of the OSU Foundation (OSUF), joined President Shrum and the 

Regents to discuss fundraising efforts by the OSUF and how they relate to the goals and objectives 

outlined by the OSU Strategy. 

 

Discussion of OSU Veterinary Medicine Authority 

Dr. Jim Hess, CEO of the OSU Veterinary Medicine Authority (OSUVMA), joined the meeting 

to discuss plans for the Authority’s future in light of the dedicated funding that was gained when 

the legislature established the OSUVMA in 2023. 

 

Scholarship Legislation Discussion 

Mr. Ramsey, Chief Executive Officer for the A&M Board of Regents, presented the Regents with 

information about an existing program that provides tax credits to incentivize donors to provide 

needs-based scholarship dollars for K-12 private school students. This program was established 

by the Oklahoma Legislature in 2011. He explained that this program has higher income threshold 

limits than Oklahoma’s Promise, so more families can qualify for aid. Further, creating a similarly 

structured program for higher education would incentivize donors to provide assistance for 

students and families to pursue higher education. This would address a great need for higher 

education by providing additional dollars for need-based aid. Legislation for this scholarship has 

been offered during previous legislative sessions and is expected to be offered again in the 

upcoming session. (A copy of the handout distributed by Mr. Ramsey is identified as 

ATTACHMENT C and attached to these minutes.) 

 

 

5. New business unforeseen at the time agenda was posted. 

None. 

 

 

6. Meeting adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:15 p.m. 
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BOARD OF REGENTS FOR THE OKLAHOMA 

AGRICULTURAL AND MECHANICAL COLLEGES 

______________________________________________ 

Jimmy Harrel 

Chair 

ATTEST: 

____________________________________________ 

Jason Ramsey 

Chief Executive Officer 

Certified correct minutes subject to the approval of the Board of Regents for the Oklahoma 

Agricultural and Mechanical Colleges on October 25, 2024, prepared by: 

____________________________________________ 

Kyla Eldridge 

Office Manager & Executive Assistant to the CEO 



OSU/A&M Board of Regents 

Study Session* 

September 12, 2024 

9:00 a.m. – Tour of the Food & Agricultural Products Center 

304 N. Monroe Street 

10:00 a.m. – Study Session, Conference Room 356 

Agricultural Hall, 311 N. Monroe Street 

Oklahoma State University 

Stillwater, Oklahoma 74074 

*Notice of this special meeting was filed with the Secretary of State on August 26, 2024. This is strictly an informal

study session for those Regents who can attend. Items on this agenda are strictly informational in nature and no action

will be taken by the Board.

AGENDA: 

1. Tour of the Food & Agricultural Products Center led by OSU Vice President and Dean of

OSU Agriculture, Dr. Jayson Lusk.

2. Overview of OSU Livestock Judging program with Livestock Judging Team Coach,

Dr. Parker Henley.

3. Meet & greet with OSU Athletic Director Chad Weiberg and Athletics Department Staff.

4. Discussion related to priorities for the 2025 academic year, which will include discussion

with OSU President Kayse Shrum, other OSU administrators, and Board Staff.

5. New business unforeseen at time agenda was posted.

6. Meeting adjournment.
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What are the benefits of giving?
The structure of EOS is very beneficial to donors compared
to traditional gifts to college and university foundations. It
allows schools to raise funds for this program from
supportive donors with no realized cost to the donor after
the application of the tax credit and deductions. 

Bridging the Financial Gap: 
A Scholarship Opportunity for Higher Education

The current EOS structure provides an income tax credit for qualifying donations as follows: 
An income tax credit of 50% for donations to a scholarship-granting organization certified by
the Oklahoma Tax Commission.
Donations of the same or greater amount for two consecutive years are allowed an income tax
credit of 75% for each of the two years. 
Tax credits are capped at $100,000 for qualified business donors, $2,000 for taxpayers filing a
joint tax return, and $1,000 for individual tax filers.

How does it work?

Establishing an “EOS-style” program for higher education could bridge the gap for many
Oklahomans by implementing needs-based scholarships. It will benefit the state by providing a
more educated workforce and will help those with financial needs graduate with minimal debt. 

The K-12 private school tax credits are capped at $25,000,000 annually. If an equivalent cap is
created for higher education and the program is marketed successfully, it gives Oklahoma higher
education an opportunity for more than $25,000,000 of annual, need-based support for
students.

Why higher education?

What is it?
The Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education Scholarship Act (EOS) was established by the
Oklahoma Legislature in 2011 to provide taxpayers the opportunity to donate specifically toward
providing needs-based tuition assistance scholarships to parents who desire to send their children
to private school but can’t afford it. 

Who qualifies for these
scholarships?
Families qualify for a scholarship with EOS if they make less than the amount listed in each
bracket below. For example, f you have a family of four and you make less than a total of
$173,160/year, you qualify!

Family of 1: up to $83,583
Family of 2: up to $113,442
Family of 3: up to $143,301
Family of 4: up to $173,160

When comparing these limits to those that qualify for higher education support through
Oklahoma’s Promise, they are drastically different. OK Promise currently caps out at an $80,000
family income level. 

$20,000 Donation*
-$15,000 tax credit (75%)

-$4,400 federal (22%)
-$1,000 state (5%)

Cost to donor:
($400)

*Donation amount shown assumes a non-itemized tax
deduction, treated as a business expense, 

with a two-year commitment of $20,000/year.

ATTACHMENT C




